Allison Newsletter
April 2010

Our Helper:

God brought Om (Older Aunt) right before a long period of
sickness, and she has been a blessing ever since. She is the
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adopted our children as her own. She teaches the girls
Khmer and works very hard to help us with household duties.
We have been excited by Om inconspicuously listening in on
Bible studies Chris has with Tirith (see past newsletter) and
by her frank discussions on differences between our home
and hers. She has taught us so many things from Khmer
child-rearing techniques to how to tell when a mango is
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* You camow view ourBaby Registry on Amazon




Since so many of you have asked about our current needs, we have made a baby registry/wish list on Amazon.

Thank you all for you generosity!
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leftover curtain name: Piaron. It is a special word for rain.
material | am the rain for my sisters whose names
are flowers!
~ Marcus
| am been a bit upset that we are ” | have NEVER sweated so much in

going to America, but | feel better my life! I am so glad we found a

now that Mommy and Daddy place to go swimming this month. It
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home. They also made me a

is right near our house. | have
floaties, so | just swim Gall by
special book that tells me about myself.€ In fact, | am trying to do
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just about everything all by myself
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A Tough Call

We have loved getting to know our neighbor and helping our girls spend time with Khmer children. As
we have continued our relationships with them, we have come across many cultural issues that have led us
to change the way our children will interact with Khmer acquaintances in the future. The decision has not
been an easy one. We in no way feel superior to our dear friends, but we feel the need to protect our
children from certain differences practiced by both adults and children such as genital touching, discussions
about which child is better and why or which child is not smart and why, older child domination, and
physical aggression. We are thankful for the advice we have received from other missionary families, and,
although we intend to shelter our precious little ones more, we are not resorting to a compound lifestyle.
We deeply hope that our children will pick up on wonderful parts of Khmer culture like respect for the
elderly and that they will form deep and lasting friendships in this wonderful country we now call home.



Counting the Cost

Becoming a Christian in Cambodia
requires true faith as many here
feel it is essentially renouncing

oneQvery heritage. Khmers must
count the cost of following Jesus

before they put Him on in
baptism since the act is a public
one their families and
acquaintances will know about.

Family Belief

One of the wonderful aspects of
Khmer culture is family unity.
Oftentimes, when one member
decides to become a Christian,
others will join the faith as well.
Last summer, we witnessed a
man and his wife baptized
together, and we hope the Lord
will bring more families to Him!

Baptism Prayer Request:

Casey@ Khmer Teacher

We ask for prayers for our Khmer
teacher who has decided she
wants to become a Christian but
was initially discouraged from
baptism. She also has concerns
about gender that we mentioned
above. Pray for God to continue
to work in her heart and bring her
into full obedience. Please also
pray for understanding and
encouragement for her from
other Christians.

False Teachin

We recently had a friend apply for
a job at a OChristiané NGO where
they told him he would have to
have a signed certificate of
baptism from an acceptable
pastor before he would even be
considered for the job. So few
Khmer learn what the Bible really
teaches about baptism.

Community Witness

Baptism allows a new Christian to
shine in their community right
away. We can@even hide our

electrical bill from our neighbors,

so 6hiding€ a baptism just would

not be possible. What a great way

for a new believer to share their
faith without saying a word!
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from our files.

Gender Differences

Touching someone of another
gender here is culturally
inappropriate. That presents a
great challenge for those sharing
the Gospel across gender lines
who lead someone to Christ.
Many women do not want men to
see them be baptized even if the
woman is fully clothed.

A Ritual or Work

Ritual in Khmer culture abounds,
and, for new Christians, baptism
presents a challenge. God must
help them see that His grace
saves them, not an actXor any
other acts following. New
Christians also have to explain
this to their non-Christian friends.
As with all of us, it is difficult to
overcome our own worldviews.

Baptism Praise:
Ball

We met Ball (pronounced
0Boné€) in Chiang Mai during
our apprenticeship in 2008. He
quickly became one whom
Chris felt called to pray for
specifically even though he
expressed no interest in
learning more than English.
Now, Ball has put on Christ in
baptism, and we, again, are
left marveling at how God
works over time through His
Spirit and His servants!
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) SUPPORTING THE ALLISONS

US Mailing Address: r N\
Pleasant Valley Church of Christ Q
Attn. Roger Pritchett \

10900 Rodney Parham Rd
Little Rock AR USA 72212

=\

We are overseen by the Pleasant Valley church of Christ in Little Rock, Arkansas. Their
address is 10900 N Rodney Parham Rd, Little Rock, AR, 72212. Their phone number is (501)
225 ¢ 5818. You can also visit their website at www.pvcc.org. If you would like to make a
donation to our ministry, please send your check to the above address, attn: Roger
Pritchett, with an attached note stating the donation is for Allison Family, Cambodia. Thank
you!

Need a Website?

Do you or anyone you know need a website? Chris got a degree in Computer Science from
Harding University and has since been making websites. 100% of donations made to

Tentmaker Web Design go to support our work. Get a professionally designed website for
much cheaper than industry standards and support us in the process: a win-win situation!
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